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IN DECEMBER 1940, THE BRITISH ARMY 
MOVED FORWARD FROM ITS POSITION 
AT MERSA MATRUH ANO, TWO DAYS 
LATER, ENTERED SiOi BARRANI, 
CAPTURING 20,000 ITALIAN PRISONERS. 
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= FOR TWO ARTILLERY CAPTAINS, TONY GIBBS AND 
7 sap *COOKY* COOK, IT WAS THE START OF AN 
a — = a Sameer 
> 





ADVENTURE WHICH WAS TO PROVE THAT NO 
MAN CAN EXPECT TO CONTROL HIS OWN 
DESTINY IN THE VIOLENT TIMES OF WAR. 


PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED APRIL,1963 





Chapter 1. The Wager 


THE WAR WAS STILL YOUNG TALLYHO, TONY! PLL THINK OF 
ENOUGH TO BE AN AOVENTURE.# YOU WHEN I'M IN A SOFT SED 
IT STILL SEEMED A JOKE TO IN . CAIRO. 

BET ON KILLING ENEMY Pe 

TANKS 
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AS THE MATILDA TANKS OF THE ARMOURED DIVISION 
SWEPT ROUNO IN AN ENCIRCLING MOVEMENT, THE 
GUNS WAITED IN AMBUSH FOR THE ENEMY ARMOUR ENEMY TANKS 
TO SPILL. THROUGH THE GAP LEFT IN THE MIODLE. gree Ae 
° P : 


THIS 1s IT! 
LOAD A.-P. / 





THE ITALIAN ‘TANK-DESIGNERS HAO BUILT THEIR CRUISER TANK 
FOR SPEED. BUT SPEED MEANT LIGHT ARMOUR. THE 25- POUNDER 
ARMOUR PIERCING SHELLS OPENED THEM LIKE TIN CANS. 
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IT WAS TONY GI88S'S FIRST GOOD . 
LOOK AT THE DESTRUCTION HIS 
GUNS HAD WROUGHT. 


IN THAT FIRST SUCCESSFUL ACTION, 
ABLE TROOP CHALKED UP EIGHT 
TANKS. © THEY COULO KEEP IT UP 
THE BET WAS IN THE BAG ! 


y BUSBY! WE'LL GRAB 
SOME THI FROM THE 

A WRECKS ~~-. ANY THING 

A WITH THE TANK 

ee NUMBER ON IT. 
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STONE mE / 


UP” GOOD AN’, STAND AN, 
PROPER, SIR EARTHLY J 














AT THE NEXT BATTERED WRECK, HE 
FOUND ONE OF THE CREW STILL 
LIVING, MOANING FOR deiese 


WE'LL GET YOu 
OUT OF IT /: 


THANK YOU, OKAY, OKAY / TAKE HIM 


‘ AWAY. "TREAT HIM GENTLY, 
A THANK YOU. A Poor DEVIL ~-HE WON'T BE Ss 


MB TROUBLING US AGAIN / Of 


evil = Fi it's 
Pas a 


en oS, 





SOMEHOW, THE SWEET TASTE OF SUDDENLY, TONY HATED THE IDEA OF 
TRIUMPH WAS ALREADY TURNING SOUR WAGERING ON DEATH AND 
IN TONY’S MOUTH. BUT IT STILL DESTRUCTION «e- 
TASTED Good TO THE EBULLIENT 
LOOK-}-LET’S CALL THE WHOLE 
THING OFF. ! OON'T THINK 
i LiKE BETTING ON THIS 
SORT OF ‘THING. 


CALL IT OFF * 
WITH ‘YOU IN 
THE LEAD? 
NO FEAR / you 
CAN’ T BACK 


THEY WERE TWO ENTIRELY DIFFERENT CHARACTERS ~- BUT EACH WITH A 
GREAT LIKING FOR THE OTHER. YET NOW TONY FELT {TATED AT HIS 
FRIEND'S APPARENT CALLOUSNESS. 


| JUST SAID CANCEL THE BET. YOU CAN ‘Yigg 
HAVE THE FIRST CAIRO LEAVE IF IT’LL MAKE 
YOU HAPPY ~~ BUT I'M NOT BETTING 
ON HUMAN LIVES. OKAY > 





COOKY JERKED IN SURPRISE AT 
THE OTHER'S CeRr TONE. . 


mua HOLD YOUR HORSES, TONY / 
wy "COURSE WE'LL CALL IT OFF IF 
ey THAT'S THE WAY YOU FEEL ~- BUT 
DON'T SHED TEARS FOR THE 
fA EYTIES / You KNOW HOW "THEY 
GOT KILLED P TRYING LIKE THE 
DEVIL TO KILL US / 


FROM THEN ON, THE IMPERIAL ARMY AOVANCED STEADILY. ALL THE MIGHT OF 
AN ARMOURED BRIGADE IN BATTLE ROLLED AND LURCHEO ACROSS THE 
UNEVEN SANO ~~TANKS,GUNS, TRUCKS, AMBULANCES, A VAST SRMAOS OF 


THE DESERT. 
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SOON THE WEATHER CHANGED, STARTING WITH A 
a On rari Rllis ATTACK ON Sib! BAS Os] 


cease Fire! © 
GET THE MUZZLE ¥ 
COVER ON / 
> Pry ne “THE 


pai oo wie 
Or. Cs 


7, 


un 
v0, 


HIGH WINDS LASHED THE SAND INTO BITING SAVAGERY -~- TO GE FOLLOWED‘ 
BY TORRENTIAL DOWNPOURS OF RAIN. BATTLE IN THE SUN HAD SEEN HIGH 
ADVENTURE -- BUT UNDER THESE CONDITIONS THE GILT WAS DRIPPING 
FROM THE GINGERBREAD. a 


y cor! wHo 
SAID I(T NEVER 
RAINED IN THE. 
» OESERT! 


Se, 7 
. wines bic 


‘ y” 


“a 4 mB 


7 QUIT SQUAWKING, 
: BUSBY ~~ AND ORIVE 
ON J WE'VE GOT AN 
RAV. TO KEEP. 





TONY GIBBS'S RENOEZVOUS WAS WITH 2 ee 
SQUADRON OF MATILDAS. ya 


“STOP THE JEEP, BUSBY. THE ha 
SF INTO SID! BARRANI. WE’VE GOT TO 


,HANOLE ANY JERRY MARK TWOs 
Mm THAT SLIP OUT AND TRY TO 
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THE MARK IZ PANZERS WERE THERE ~~ BUT 
THEY CHOSE TO FACE THE MATILDAS HEAD 
ON ~~ With DISASTROUS CONSEQUENCES / 


iy, tna LE, La Sener eta area ae cont oer 
et “THEY’R 
So, Ce IEEE NEW TARGET BRAVE! THEY'RE 
: AT TWO O'CLOCK. WR TAKING A 
FIRE WHEN Mmm HECK OFA 
READY / ~ FASTING / 
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THROUGH THE MIST OF THE RAIN, THE a 
REASON FOR THE ITALIANS’ FANATICAL 


DEFENCE COULD BE SEEN. 


og FP LAE, 


LORRIED 
INFANTRY PARKED 
GLHIND ENEMY TANK 

GCREEN. DO WE 
CLOBBER THEM, 
TOO P OVER. 


CALLING RED 
NINER § NOT UNLESS 
THEY SHOW FIGHT. 
THEY WILL PROBABLY 

SURRENDER. 


THE ITALIAN COLONEL PETROZIE IN “THE 
LAST SURVIVING ENEMY TANK FINALLY 


HUNG OUT A WHITE FLAG. 


WE CAN FIGHT 
NO LONGER! WE +: 
ARE OVERWHELMED % 
BY SUPERIOR fet 

ODDS... 


LL. GT 
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ene ne >. y 
aA avn We a / 
ee FA 
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CUT THE Baas iie): 
WHAT THE HECK AM 
Ri GOING TO DO WITH You> 
mu) CAN YOU FIND YOUR OWN 
porn WAY BACK TO OUR 
esas es P 


Le) Zr 
CLP 


shit te 





PETROZIE RAISED HIS EYEBROWS. HE HAD HOPED Be 
FOR SOME CEREMONY ~~A FORMAL HANDING IN OF BRO 
HIS ARMS, SOME RESPECT TO HIS RANK. BUT TO 

BE SHUNTED SBACK WITHOUT EVEN A GUARD ! 


a “Gpoueeey THAT’S MY ORDER! PLL 
ey IF THAT W777 WIRELESS BACK SO THAT 
. IS YOUR [UUs THEY'LL EXPECT YOU 


yp, ORDER... 
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BACK WENT THE MESSAGE TO BRIGADE H.Q. AND FROM THEM OUT 
ON TO THE BRIGADE NET. IT WAS UNFORTUNATE THAT ABLE itiaiwber 
TROOP'S SIGNALLER WAS HAVING TROUBLE WITH HIS WIRELESS. amnemiale 


a ‘ety: 
AFRAID (T°S NO, aa bo THAT AND Syryye: 


Md Hs 7 1, é ae A 

fa fon aes 
7 GOOD, SIR! WATER'S "ZZ CP LEE 
BE QUICK ABOUT YYW My Ls 
A GOT IN IT. PLL Q G Nj Mi), Ys Z WY 


VIED 


Pp Pon CUNT. WE’*RE OUT ON 
HAVE TO STR (2a A LIMB WITHOUT bag 


A THE SET AND eae Ce d 
» DRY IT OUT. HEA COMMUNICATIONS "092 yyy 
7 Li ct. * . 
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IT WAS TO BE TRAGICALLY UNFORTUNATE FOR COLONEL PETROZIE AND THE 
SURRENDERING ITALIAN INFANTRY. THE M.IZ CAME OIMLY 
FLYING A WHITE FLAG THAT HUNG DIMLY IN THE RAINS Se eee ee en ae 


Gill, 


re , stead igseiee 54st 245% 44 VW rT. TY AA 9 YY 
SRL oO aa 
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ENEMY “TANK - 
AD AHEA Dn ai EAD AND FIRE 
6 SRY sg ee Say ame a ol aa ee 


THE OPENING ROUNDS WERE DEAO ON 
TARGET. THE TANK WAS HIT FIRST AND 
FOLLOWING ROUNOS RANGED os THE BAS cisaiet 
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EVEN AS THE GUNSMOKE CLEARED, THE RAIN STOPPED 
ANO THE SUN GROKE THROUGH THE CLOUDS, TONY 
GI66S STARED AT THEIR TARGET IN HORROR... 


CEASE SHOE! CEA 
FARE f THERE'S ONLY. 
ONE TANK ~~AND (T'S; 
FLYING A WHITE FLAG: 
WHAT HAVE WE DONE P 


PTT ilarrteter itt 


a { 
a TUT 


Ss 4pargdtecyi atiftf 


af ay” Alp J Th, Basti gf 


o/ 


T S WENT FORWARD WITH DESPAIR IN HIS HEART. ALREADY HE 
COULD SEE Ee ROOP HAD BLUNOERED, SLAUGHTERING MEN COMING IN 
UNDER A FLAG OF SURRENDER. = 


LOOK --YOU -- => iF 
YOu SPEAK ENGLISH ©" Am 
{--1'M SORRY ---- 


2 aye ae : 7 Te eee ‘ 
vil ee Zee ae Pets ta 
SORRY P YOU APOLOGISE 
AS IF YOU HAD SPILT WINE 
ON THE CLOTH INSTEA 
OOO org a, 
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THE BRITISH GUNNERS WERE SOON REMORSEFULLY TENDING THE WOUNDED 
ITALIANS WHO HAD SUFFERED FROM THAT TRAGIC TRICK OF FATE. 


Poor Devic / HE 


[auted 


ew, 


yp THERE IS NO 
“ ; REASON IN WAR~~  \y 
tes a BEST OF IT! ; 





SUT THE PHILOSOPHY OF COLONEL MEANWHILE , THE R.A.F, DETAILED TO 
PETROZIE COULD NOT WIPE AWAY ASSIST IN THE SIDI BARRANI 
TONY GiBBS'’S BURDEN OF GUILT. ATTACK HAD SCRAMBLED AS THE 
WEATHER CLEARED. THEY, TOO, 
! SHOULD HAVE BEEN Wi WERE NOT SURE OF THE GROUND 
WARNED. ! OUGHT TO § ee SITUATION . 
HAVE SEEN YOUR : Porta 
FLAG/OARN IT! 9S 3 ma IN 
WHAT A 1 eee esse ; : 1 AM 
¢ : -N LOW LEVEL . 





BRITISH AND ITALIAN ALIKE THREW 
THEMSELVES TO THE SAND AS THE 
BLENHEIMS DIVED IN, PLUMME TING 
THEIR BOMB LOADS ON FRIEND AND 
FOE INDISCRIM LY. 


PA ae te ed 


THE BLIND 
FOOLS / CAN'T 
ANYBODY, 
STOP THEM. 


IG THIS IS WAR. 

PVE HAD MY FILL OF 
iT! | SWEAR ?} WON'T 
PULL ANOTHER TRIGGER-- 
OR GIVE ANOTHER 
EXECUTIVE .ORDER TO 
THE GUNS / PLL HAVE 

NO PART OF THE, 

STUPID SLAUGHTER. 


THE UTTER FUTILITY OF I(T AL 


THE GUNNER CAPTAIN GOT TO HIS 
FEET, TREMBLING WITH ANGER oo 


Det ENER AS ANTT Stee ene ratte 


THE ITALIANS, 
TOO! HOW MANY 
MORE_OF THEM 

HAVE BEEN 

KILLED > 


THEY HIT 
A GUN, SIR~~ 
AND THE 

CREW J 
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: "i if Y STE IS em roe Remmeny, 


ita 
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Se Se eit: 
So 
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SIDI BARRANI_WAS TAKEN ~~ AN ARMY_OF.ITALIANS CAPTURED. FOR _A 
BRIEF MOMENT, IT SEEMED AS IF THE WAR IN THE DESERT S 
GOOD AS WON. = a 


, 
| 


ees 


HAS 


SORRY; COOKY=~IT’S 
NOT EASY TO EXPLAIN. 
BUT PVE GOT AN 
APPOINTMENT WITH THE 
BRIGADIER NOW. 




























THE BRIGADIER LISTENED W COLD SILENCE TO TO 


iF 1T WAS ANYONE ELSE, 
Gi6BS, PTO SAY WOU HAD 
AN ATTACK OF COLD 

FEET~~-BUT I KNOW YOU 
SETTER. PLL FIX you 
UP WITH A BASE JOB 
FOR A WHILE --. 
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NW’S REQUEST. 
















vwM SORR™. 
THAT'S NOT 
ENOUGH, SIR / 
| WANT A 
CLEAN BREAK. 











1 Hy 


| ny AP Se <2, 

os OEE... a | 

Ss Uy Sa os lll LATER, THE BRIGADIER TALKED 
Beth : | " 


ne x 
SE yy Te TO HIS STAFF OFFICER 
zz Nh it bh: . RESPONSIBLE FOR ORONANCE. 
= GIVE HIM ONG OF THE FIELO ys: 2 
OUTFITS, KEITH. IT’S MY GUESS A 


HE WON’ T BE LONG IN 
CHANGING HIS MIND. 


~~ 
- 
— 






, | WANT A TRANSFER 
TO A NON-COMBATANT 
CORPS. HOW ABOUT 

ORONANCE, SIR P 


THEYRE MOSTLY 
'EX-GUNNERS IN THE 
R.A.O.C. BUT ~- WELL 
! GUESS THEY COULD 
USE YOU... 





CAPTAIN. 
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A MOBILE INDUSTRIAL GAS COMPANY / BY SOMEBODY'S GOT TO MAKE 
YOU COULD NOT GET MUCH MORE Wy THE OXY-ACETYLENE TO DISH 

NON-COMBATANT THAN THAT! BUT & OUT TO THE FITTERS. THEY CAN'T 
SERGEANT- MAJOR CHARLIE PELLEW & MENO TANKS WITHOUT OxY-_ & 
WAS PROUD OF HIS OEE e Se ACETYLENE, CAN THEY, Se oe: 


SO ee 
= 






man 
NN OOPS te 


Y Ahh oh APD awe 
SAAS LAIN hele +2 


GENERATING SETS, RECTIFYING 
SETS, COMPRESSOR SETS. ALL 
HIGHLY TECHNICAL, SIR. AND 

I UNDERSTAND YOUWRE NOT... 














NO, 1 KNOW 
NOTHING ABOUT THE 
PROCESS. BUT ! CAN 
COMMAND IT. | LOOK 
“TO YOU TO PRODUCE THE 
GAS, SERGEANT- MAJOR. 
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THE FORMAL TRANSFER HAD STILL 
TO GO THROUGH, BUT TONY SWAPPED 
Cae BADGE FOR THE ORONANCE 
















* « 


1 KNOW, AND 
PLL TRY NOT TO 
DISGRACE IT: 

SERGEANT- MAJOR. 


THEN THE WAR FLARED UP AGAIN. 
THE ORIVE FOR SOLLUM, BARDIA, 
BENGHAZ!I WAS ON. COOKY COOK 
ACTED AS IF HE HAO TO FIGHT 
FOR TWO TROOPS NOW. 


PORE FE WIPE QUT FS 
THE swine / /: 





THE f[TALIANS HELD, GROKE, HELD AGAIN, ALL THE TIME LOSING LONG: 
TORTUOUS COLUMNS OF PRISONERS TO THE COMMONWEALTH TROOPS. 


AFTER SOLLUM, THE ADVANCE FOR BARDIA 


e 


ate: 


SWING SOUTH / THEY'VE 
PUT US IN A BOX FOR 
PROTECTION OF THE SOFT 
TRUCKS / MIGHT MEET 


Noe ee er lle gad 


ees 


YOU MEAN .TONY 
GIBBS'S OUTFIT P 
HAVEN'T HEARD 
MUCH OF HIM 

LATELY, COOKY. 





IN THE THREE-SIDED 80X MADE BY THE ARMOUR, THE MAINTENANCE AND 
HEADQUARTERS FLEET OF TRUCKS ANO TRAILERS LEAGUERED THAT 
Py AO aes A bandied WHILE ne =SeOr aad a wes =e TEL ON TH 


<2 Lidiiinpnvi Pha Sh 


leg Ot CEC OER th ee coeeaigrerege ry TIE 


cory 
feng to 
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ee 7 agen 


4 rot . 
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MILES AWAY ACROSS THE DESERT, 
THE TANKS AND INFANTRY OF THE 
BRITISH, AUSTRALIAN, NEW ZEALANID 
AND INDIAN FORMATIONS WERE 
BATTERING AT BARDIA. 





THIS TIME THEY WILL 


BUT FROM TOBRUK. FARTHER TO NOT TAKE BARDIA AS 
THE WEST AND STILL IN ITALIAN EASILY AS SOLLUM / we 
HANOS,. CAME A RAIDING COLUMN SHALL ATTACK THEIR 
OF TANKS MANNEO BY THE ELITE COMMUNICATIONS, CUT 
Mm OFF THEIR AMMUNITION 
Seep SUPPLY! FORWARD / 


2.” bs ifs 
5 . 
i ; 
oa y itt 
one 
PCE egy, ! 


i \. va 


Ah 


IT WAS A DARING, UNEXPECTED MOVE, TAKING Bisse 
THE ATTACKERS’ WEAKEST POINT BY at 
SURPRISE. THE BLACKSHIRTS OPENED UP AT 
LONG RANGE. ON THE “SOFT* VEHICLES IN 
THE WAD! LEAGUER. 

Do ewietg GES ett F SUFFERING CATS! 


IT’S THE EYTies / 
GET MOVING, YOu 
LAYABOUTS / WE'VE £." 
GOT TO GET ouT 4* 
OF HERE / : 


DON’T PANIC, 
SERGEANT- MAJOR ! 
B® THERE’S A TWENTY- 
4 FIVE POUNDER TROOP | 
OGFENDING THE 
»& LEAGUER. 





THE BRUNT FELL ON COOKY’S FOUR GUNS. THEY HIT 
BACK AT THE ITALIAN ARMOUR OVER OPEN SIGHTS. 
wr Ay FP RI TLILLT "OLLA{TTLLT OS POP, 
NUMBER THREE~- Ged 

WHAT'S HAPPENED ¢ 


REPLENISHING 
FROM THE 


MORE THAN ONE TRUCK HAD BEEN HIT ALREADY, THE 

ODOS AGAINST THE AMMO TRUCK BEING ON THE 

RECEIVING END OF A TANK SHELL WERE NOT HIGH. & 
T HAPPENED, THE RESULT WAS AWESOME. 





MOST OF NO.3 DETACHMENT WERE LOST. THE OTHER : 
THREE GUNS KEPT FIRING, HOLDING OFF THE MARAUDERS { 
WHILE THEIR AMMO LASTED, GIVING THE SOFT VEHICLES ERY 
A CHANCE TO PULL OUT. We 


Not veT / THERE'S ONLY 


F canst A ONE WAY OUT. AND THE 
EW we Go Now, | WORKSHOP AND WIRELESS 
ame WE OO SOW: A TRUCKS ARE MORE 


RTANT THAN 












FOR PETE'S SAKE, GET, @ 
TO HECK OUT OF THIS / ¥ 
PVE GOT NO AMMO LEFT, & 

AND ''M PULLING THE 
3 GUNS OUT. 







DUE TO TONY’S ADAMANT ATTITUDE, HiS Bim 
VEHICLES WERE THE LAST TO MOVE ~~ 
EXCEPT FOR THE GUNS. ees J | 


Pad Ho” 13 ie OF alec eyest tier 
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mist COOKY HAD 


ANOTHER DEMAND 
1) MAKE 


ees 


HANG ON A MINUTE! ! WANT 
ONE OF YOUR TRUCKS! 1 CAN 
ONLY TOW THREE GUNS. PVE 
LOST ONE OF THE G.T.V’s. LEAVE 
ONE OF YOUR STUPID TRAILERS 
BEHIND AND HOOK THE GUN ON 
INSTEAD. 





TO COOKY THAT WAS BLASPHEMY ! § 


YOu COULD NOT LEAVE A GUN 
10) BE CAPTURED /! y 

” THERE'S 
NO TIME FOR 


GET THE TRUCK & 
MYSELF / 
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SORRY / I'M NOT LEAVING ANYTHING. 
THE TRAILERS ARE ON MY CHARGE. 
YOU CAN LEAVE THE GUN~-THERE'’S 










t) 
reg tae 


ey” GIBBS / YOU'RE A 
7 GUNNER / ‘vou CAN'T ¥ 
REFUSE TO PULL. 

A GUN OUT ! 4 
; ons AE 


, tr 
Cronk out 


an *- 
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7 YOU WON'T! 
NOW GET OUT OF 
MY WAY ! THE 
TANKS ARE 
CLOSING IN. 


COOKY’S RAGE BLINDED HIS 
REASON. HIS PILE-ORIVING 
RIGHT SLID PAST TONY'S EAR. 
GIBBS SNAPPED A TORRID 
LEFT INTO THE OTHER'S 
MIDRIFF AND COMPLETED 
THE OESTRUCTION WITH A 
SOLID PUNCH TO THE JAW. 


AS HE BUNDLEO THE INERT 8S0DY INTO THE 


eck THE THREE GUNS DROVE PAST 


9 THEY’RE COMING 
IN! DID CAPTAIN 

\ COOK GET THE 
TRUCK P if 


9" en®, 
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7 HE OION'’T, 
ari KEEP MOVING - j 
SA WE'LL FOLLOW. 





fit SITUATION COULD STILL HAVE 

EFN DESPERATE HAD NOT A 
HADRON OF MATILDAS,. HASTILY 
(ALLEO BY WIRELESS, ARRIVED A 


ff 1AKE CARE OF THE MARAUDING 
ITALIAN ARMOUR. 


——— o—= 2 e-g~ee: =. 
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ELTESTY 11 Fit ry 7 


7 APPROACHING FROM 
NORTH / PREPARE TO 
WITHDRAW. PROCEED 
INDEPENDENTLY 
TO TOBRUK ! 


ANO BITTER MAN WHO RETURNED TO ee YOU COMING BACK 
COLLECT THE ABANDONED 25- POUNDER FOR THAT PEA-SHOOTER P 
GUN. CAPTAIN COOKY COOK FELT MIGHT SEND A LETTER 
OISGRACED. . OF THANKS TO THE 
— ARMOURED CORPS FOR 
IT/ TRUST THE CAVALRY 
TO GET YOU, OUT OF 
A mess / 
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Chapter 3. Retreat 


THE PATHS OF TONY GI68S AND COOKY COOK DID NOT CROSS AGAIN UNTIL 
APRIL IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR. THE SRITISH ARMY HAO ENTERED GREECE 
IN A DESPERATE ATTEMPT TO HOLD THE GERMAN INVASION. THE 


S 
ARMOURED 
BRIGADE SET UP [TS MAINTENANCE UNIT NEAR MOUNT OLYMPUS. 


ALL RIGHT, YOU CLEVER oe 
HEADS, DON'T COME IT! You VEEeess 
Mee KNOW WE DON’T ISSUE FULL BB 7 
MoMA CYLINDERS EXCEPT IN | 
eS, EXCHANGE FOR EMPTY 
ONES ! 


us \WEAS 

PMN 

rent | (fle: 
AW, HAVE A 

HEART, CHARLIE BOY / 

WE NEED THE GAS, 
OESPERATE. 


IT WAS TO BE A FORLORN GESTURE ON BRITAIN’S PART. THE IMPERIAL 
FORCES WERE FEW IN NUMGER, THE GREEK ARMY ILL-EQUIPPED. THE 
GERMANS WERE DORIVING DOWN FRO 


YUGOSLAVIA, EXPLOITING THEIR 
ALL-OUT BLITZKRIEG TACTICS. 





WMMEL) INCESSANTLY, THE BRIGADE HELD 
i} GROUNDS UNTIL, INEVITABLY, THE ORDER 
‘AME 1(> RETREAT... 


ww SERGEANT-MAJOR, Sy EVERYTHING SHIP 

y UP STICKS ANO “\ SHAPE AGAIN / SHUT. 
AWAY! WE'RE / 
PULLING OUT: 


YY 
NY eRe. 
Aus © it 
eens Sh cee? 
t ph Tan. Ligue 4 ‘Se 


PASS THE WORD UP FRONT 
TO THE CAPTAIN / THERE'S A 
TWENTY-FIVE POUNOER BATTERY 
ON OUR HEELS. THE OFFICER 

WANTS TO TALK TO THE 


THE NARROW MOUNTAIN ROADS MADE THE WITHDRAWAL 
DIFFICULT. THE VEHICLES OF THE BRIGADE’S TAIL 
Mm BECAME THE FIRST CASUALTIES..: 



























COOKY COOK WAVED A BRIGADE BRE THIS'LL TELL YOU WHAT TO |S 
AUTHORITY IN FRONT OF TONY'S [47 DO WITH YOUR GAS METERS ! 
Oo PVE TOP PRIORITY TO ESTABLISH 


ANOTHER DEFENCE LINE NORTH 
OF VOLOS. GET YOUR OUTFIT 
OUT OF THE WAY / 









HOW THE DICKENS 
CAN |? THERE'S NO 
ROOM TO PASS / 


* ‘ ce 
$ +, LA roe 0 
? ol : 7 i? —, 
ope ‘ il a } + 
' i | f 1 
Hho. 7 dE! 


FOR ONE EXPLOSIVE MOMENT, TONY 





DITCH YOUR TRUCKS OVER 


THE SIDE / YOU WON'T GET HESITATED ~~8UT COOK HAD THE 

THEM OUT OF GREECE, ANY WAY. BRIGADE PRIORITY. 

DITCH THEM ~~ OR, BY HEAVENS, 
PLL OPEN FIRE ON THEM / 


OKAY ~~PULL OITCH 

TMY TRUCKS. ALL 
EXCEPT ONE TO 
TAKE THE MEN 


YY THAT’S THE 

7 FIRST TIME 
YOU'VE SHOWED 
SENSE SINCE , 
SIO| BARRANI. 





ait hoOCK. THEN, ONE BY ONE ~~ THE 
VALUABLE EQUIPMENT WAS PUSHED OVER 
(it « LIFF EDGE. SERGEANT-MAJOR 
tHaAriIE’ PELLEW WATCHED THEM GO 
Wirt! FEARS IN HIS EYES. 


CAME OUT 
FROM GLiGury, Wan 
WITH THIS LOT. 

{| COULO ALMOST 
JUMP OVER 
MYSELF . 


'HE GUN TROOP ‘THUNDERED SOUTH AND TONY 
{ snc ALL HIS MEN IN THE CYLINDER TRUCK. 


Wie SUE Se il a 

Lt_ DUM 4 , 7 

Sige eee Mo fee 
“ROOM Fc ae yi AS LONG AS 


ROOM FOR THE a7 We CAN. THEY 
NEEDED. 


Rad 
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BEFORE VOLOS, THEY MADE CONTACT WITH THE MASS OF THE ARMY, 
CAUGHT UP IN THE BOTTLENECK OF THE PORT. 


SUFFERING VF sa 


ee 


CROWS / LOOK 
AT THAT LITTLE BY 
LOT, SIR | 


YES ~~ ANO 
WE'RE NOT MANY 
JUMPS AHEAD OF 
THE ENEMY! HOW 
ABOUT TRYING A 
DETOUR > 


THEY TURNED ON TO A SIDE ROAD E 
WHICH LED SOUTHWARDS INTO THE ff 
MOUNTAINS .° THEN... - 
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Leh ae a, Pree 
: Yet 


OP Hey! GET THAT TRUCK 
OFF THIS ROAD / IT LEADS TO 
THE GREEK COAST DEFENCE GUN 
POSITION AND THE JERRIES ARE , 
EXPECTED TO HAVE A BASH AT iT 

ANY TIME NOW. WE’RE HERE 
TO STOP ’EM / 
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oy ttteaeth. CA HION THERE WAS 
iy Pete wi OING BACK NOW. 
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OME: THING OF THE OLO COOKY IT WAS TRUE THE GERMANS WERE 
iMéOKE THROUGH ~-AS IF HE STILL DIFFERENT TO THE ITALIANS, BUT 
OULD NOT BELIEVE TONY GIBBS WAR WAS STILL A MATTER OF 
HAC) CESERTED THE ROYAL SENSELESS SLAUGHTER IN TONY'S 
II GIMENT THEY BOTH HAD BEEN BOOK. pasa ae 
'OUD TO SERVE IN. meres SORRY! 0M STILL SCR 
sieaeseees — me STRICTLY NON- 
COMBATANT, 

















aT es 
tony / WE NEED You 
WALLY HERE. THIS JS 
Hot LIKE FIGHTING 
me EY TIES. COME 
Ato TAKE A SECTION 
OF GUNS. 
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THE VILLAGE OF KAZONE OVERLQOKED THE 
AEGEAN SEA. THERE WAS NO OTHER ROAD 
LEADING FROM !T, TONY REALISED IN DISMAY. 


os fre NG, Ye. 
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TRAFFIC USED 
THIS WAY. 





AS TONY ANO HIS ORONANCE MEN TOOK COVER 


Nw YQ Qe “ 






THEY SOON SAW THAT NEITHER THEY NOR THE 
VILLAGE WAS THE TARGET. 


THEY’RE CLOBBERING 
THE GUNS! THE TROOP 
MUST HAVE BEEN 
SPOTTED / 
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lao) TH BOMBERS LEFT, THERE WAS AN UNEARTHLY 
HERG: HEY TURNED THE TRUCK AND HEADED BACK 
i ffm. 1 HE GUN POSITIONS. 


Pi — 
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335 cagecacen 
ae oe 


/ 
GOOD GRIEF. LOOKS LIKE 
WHAT A / CAPTAIN COOK 
SHAMBLES. OV oa aie 


1OOKY HAD BEEN HIT BY SPLINTERS 


AUT WAS MORE SHOCKED THAN TAKE IT EASY, Voss 


AFRIOUSLY HURT. HE BABBLED LIKE eT 
A CRAZY .MAN. fie 


Ze) IIAP THE FILTHY 
ites VY JERRIES / THE Y’VE 
SMASHED MY 
TROCP. ee MY 
“TROOP / 
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SEED 95 
EO tary eet HEED 
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THEY LIFTED Cooxy fepSeee 
ABOARD THE TRUCK § 


ANNO MOVING - 
HAST f BACK UP if . 
BEFORE THEY SOT Aield MUM T] 
Catia VILLAGE / Wea ty tui l | 
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THE VILLAGE OF KAZONE WAS [SEES 

STRANGELY SILENT. ET SAE 

ee ae ee Peete Te Tepe ene 
ae ee, ee a ’ a a 


gy NOBODY 

AA ABOUT, SIR. 

MA WHAT SHALL 
: 1 CoP _ 


a Pri ts 
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THEY MUST HAVE 
§ BUZZED OFF INTO THE 
HILLS. KEEP GOING ~~ a | ae Ae 
WE'LL TRY THE GREEK ys “~,.. ey oe oa >” i 
GUN POSITION. THEY AO \ Ge MY ae AS aaa ae ey 
MAY HAVE A MEDICAL NET ecu. wtih Ss Ger agitate aoe 
, OFFICER THERE. yw ae enya le =G 
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rete na WAS A SMALL PARTY OF GREEK OFFICERS WAITING FR 
Hratit: THE ROAD LEADING TO THE BIG GUN _POSITION. 


! AM ee oe KORIZIS. 
WE WERE EXPECTING 
GERMANS! THE GREEK 
ARMY HAS FORMALLY 
a Ctl FEELS. SURRENOERED. 
iF | Jon Ee 


; yaa gen ts 1. . 
= CE aN . : 
| ae ie hh ae 
at = 


TH? GREEK COLONEL 
it SITATED ~~ THEN 
BHRUGGED ee. 


it WOULD BE 


i 
ti VER KNOW ella 
vou ARE BEATE 
1 WILL FIND SHELTER 
OR YOU ANO YOUR 
1 ORRY FOR THE 
MOMENT. BUT WHAT 
iH FUTURE HOLOS, 
WHO KNOWS PP 
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KORIZIS SPOKE RAPIOLY TO THE GREEK SOLDIER, WHO 
MOUNTED THE STEP OF THE TRUCK ANO DIRECTED THEM § 
NORTHWARDS FOR A QUARTER OF A MILE. 


GH? IN HERE. THE IT'S ONE OF THE 
eet COLONEL SAYS MAGAZINES FOR US GUN 
POSITION. GOOD A 
fem ANYWHERE IN AN 
EMERGENCY, | GUESS. 


bak. 


EEN 
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yy ° 5 | as mE 
any enti” <4 Mt i) iba , = 


WHAT HAO BEEN A NATURAL ek HAD BEEN 
ENLARGED AND CONVERTED INTO A STORAGE 
PLACE FOR SHELLS AND es CHARGES. 


2 GET THE TRUCK 
HIDDEN BEHIND THAT 
AY STACK OF SHELLS. WE’°LL : 
oe HAVE TO LEAVE !T ANO THINK 
fea OF GETTING AWAY BY SEA 
iF POSSIBLE. BUT FIRST 
THINGS FIRST ~~WE MUST 
HAVE A DOCTOR FOR 
CAPTAIN COOK. 








(MI TSIOE, THE GERMANS HAD ALREADY ARRIVED TO 
IAKE OVER THE KAZONE GUN POSITION . | : 
“QUICK OFF IT’S A VITAL DEFENCE POINT. , (SRS 
hHE MARK, iT COVERS THE PORT OF VOLOS. Sala sith 


WUREN'T THEY, / ! ONCY HOPE THE GREEKS SPIKED 
SIR > > THE GUNS BEFORE HANDING 


23.8 ‘ 
Rr M OVER |! | pe ee 
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1t WAS SOME TIME LATER, WHEN COLONEL KORIZIS JOINED THE 
HILDEN BRITISH, BRINGING THE GREEK MEDICAL OFFICER WITH HIM. 


Mic : IN THE TRUCK. 
i DON’T THINK 
IN BARRACKS. WHERE IS HE {S BADLY 
YOUR WOUNDED HURT. 
COMRADE P 


COOKY HAD ALREADY. 
RECOVERED FROM THE 
SHOCK... 


IT’S ALL RIGHT, DOC. 
JUST BANDAGE THIS CUT 


ON THE ARM ANO /?’LL BE 


THERE WILL BE NO MORE 
FIGHTING §/ WE HAVE 
SURRENDERED AND YOUR ARMY 
IS EVACUATING FROM EVERY 
POSSIBLE PORT. GREECE 
iS FINISHED / 


TONY ASKED THE QUESTION WHICH 
HAD BEEN WORRYING HIM. 


YOUR GUNS ? 

YOU PUT THEM 

OUT OF ACTION, 
DION'T *YOU P 


TO, BUT THE 
SURRENOER 
TERMS WERE 
EXPLICIT. THE GERMANS 
HAVE ALREADY SENT 
TRAINED HEAVY GUN 
CREWS TO TAKE 

OVER . 





FIT TO FIGHT AGAIN. 


—— 
Pity 





THERE WAS A SUDDEN ANGRY 
GROWL FROM COOKY... 





YOU KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS ° 
THEY'LL SHELL THE SHIPS TRYING 


TO GET OUR BLOKES OUT OF 
VOLOS / 


1AM SORRY / 
BUT 1 HAD TO 
OBEY ORDERS. 
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Chapter 4. Return to Action 


OESPITE THE RISK HE WAS TAKING, THE GREEK COLONEL SUPPLIED THEM 
WITH FOOD. COOKY, HOWEVER, WAS STILL SAVAGE IN HIS CONDEMNATION OF 
'HEIR SURRENDER TERMS. 

STOP BEEFING. COOKY -- 


DIO ALL 
. WE'VE GOT 


Y\ TO THINK OF GET TING 
} AWAY TO VOLOS. “‘ 


, MINN 
x aa les 








(3° 


® voL_os/ THERE 
WON'T BE MUCH LEFT OF 
THAT WHEN THE JERRIES 
HAVE FINISHED / 
> BOMBARDING IT , 


THEY SPENT AN UNEASY NIGHT, TO BE WAKENED 
AV DAWN BY THE CRASHING EXPLOSION OF THE 
NEARBY GUN BATTERY. 





THE PORT OF VOLOS WAS CROWDED WITH THE BRITISH 
EVACUATION FLEET. THE GUN POSITION AT KAZONE 
HAD BEEN DESIGNED TO GUARD THE ENTRANCE TO 
THE PORT. NOW IT WAS GUARDING THE ExIT/ 


THE MORNING SUN WAS RISING ON HIGH 
DRAMA IN VOLOS.!T WAS REFLECTEDE yACAINS THEYRE 
ON A SMALLER SCALE OUT ae 

SIDE THE af PORT GOOD AND 


MAGAZING AT KAZONE. 
SogoNe mem PROPER. WHAT ARE 
WE GOING TO DO 


ABOUT ITP 
STAND AND 


CAN’ T O00 
ANY THING, 





qt 


Look! we'vE_GOT A. WHOLE \ ONT TRE 8 oe oe ee 
CAVERN FULL OF HIGH ExPLosives! ¥ [THE ARTILLEN | CAN TAm 
PM GOING TO HAVE A CRACK AT 
THOSE GUNS OR BUST! WHO'S 
WITH ME ON “THIS > ARE ‘YOU, 
Gi8Bs > 


LISTEN, COOK / 
IT’S NOT POSsint 
‘TO EXPLODE SHELLS 
AS IF THEY WERE 

CHARGES. 








THE GUN POSIT! 
ON THIS TROLLY ! 





THE SCHEME SOUNDED FEASIBLE ENOUGH 
TO SWING SOME OF THE ORDNANCE MEN - 


YM WITH YOU. 
sir / PM NO 
FIGHTING MAN BUT 
ro LIKE A BASH 
AT THE JERRIES. 


y ‘YOUR GUNNERY, MAN ! | 
THE FUSE WON'T WORK UNTILL 
IT’S BEEN ARMED. IT’S THE KICK 
OF-THE CHARGE AND THE 
ROTATION GIVEN BY THE 
BARREL RIFLING THAT 
DOES THAT / 
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BUT COOKY WAS PAST LISTENING TO REASON. HE WAS FIGHTING MAD, 
WITH A FUSE KEW TAKEN FROM THE MAGAZINE, HE WORKED ON THE 
FUSES OF THE TWO SHELLS ON THE TROLLY. : 


TWO - ONE POINT 
FIVE - ONE / THESE 
SHOULD EXPLODE IN, 
EXACTLY ONE MINUTE. 
COME ON “3° LET’S 







COOIY ROUNDED FURIOUSLY ON 


GET FROM UNDER MY 
FEET, GiBeBss / You ANO 
1 OON’T TALK THE 

Sa ern ae 











| , A: 
THE FUSE SECONDS WERE SLIPPING # 
AWAY «+ 





4s vou Foor / 
YOU'LL BE KILLED 
FOR CERTAIN J 









Quick, LADS ! 
WE RUN THE 
TROLLY RIGHT UP 
TO THE GUNS. THEY 
MAY SEE US~~ BUT 
IT’S A RISK WE’VE 
GOT TO TAKE / 
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THE RAILS RAN RIGHT DOWN TO THE SASE OF THE MASIIVE: CtIN 
MOUNT INGS. IMMERSED IN THE LOADING AND FIRING OF THE GUN", THE 
GERMANS DIO NOT NOTICE THE TROLLY AS IT SPEO TOWARDS THEM ... 


. 


. 


-. UNTIL IT WAS WITHIN A FEW YAROS OF 
THE GUN ITSELF, THEN fT WAS TOO LATE... 


hy Daprncrerune th} 
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Na rarer ae ne SA 


Ms ral 
ACHTUNG / Y ACCURSEO 
ACHTUNG! JENGLANDERS{ 





FOR A SECOND, TIME STOOD STILL. COOKY 
AND HIS VOLUNTEERS WERE ROOTED TO 
THE GROUND, AS IF MESMERISED WHILE 
WAITING FOR THE EXPLOSION. 


you ANO You / 
SCHNELL J TAKE 
THOSE MEN / 


. 
> 
. 
«* 
> 


LL LEE he Ye PP 


THE TROLLY CRASHED INTO THE BASE OF THE GUN MOUNTING ANO THAT 
WAS ALL. ALREADY GERMAN SOLDIERS HAD CLOSED IN UPON COOKY 


AND HIS MEN. ; 
ENGLANDERS / STRAYS FROM 
THE PACK AT VOLOS, EH > 
TRYING FANCY TRICKS WITH THE 
AMMUNITION / TAKE THEM TO 
MAJOR SCHARNLOZ / 





THEY HAD SEEN THE TRAGEDY BACK IN THE 
MERRIE AND THE SERGEANT-MAJOR WAS F 
WORRI . ; 


THAT WAS A \ FOOL THING, MAYBE ~-BUT 
FOOL THING TO IT TOOK, COURAGE, PELLEW! 
DO, SIR / NOW QUICKLY, WE MUST COVER 
THEY’LL SEARCH / THE TRUCK WELL AND 

AND FIND US, KEEP QUIET. THEY CAN 

TAO / STILL Miss US. i yf 


THE TRUCK STOOD INA YOU HAVE A WEAKNESS FOR PUSHING 


SHADOWY CORNER OF THE MMUNITION AROUND, ENGLANDERS. [T {IS 
CAVERN AND TONY ANO GOOD. | AM SHORT OF MEN ~-AND NEED 
THE REST OF THE PARTY f AMMUNITION. YOU WILL LOAD THE SHELLS 
HID IN tT. THEY HEARD ON TO THE TROULY ~~THEN YOU WILL. 
THE TROLLY BEING PUSH THEM TO THE GUNS / 
PUSHED IN, AND THE VOICE 

OF A GERMAN SPEAKING 

GUTTURAL ENGLISH ... 


AT OUR SHIPS / t WON?T 
TOUCH A ROUND J 
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INSIDE THE CAB OF THE TRUCK, 
TONY'S FINGERNAILS CUT INTO HIS 
PALMS AS HE WATCHED THE 

GERMAN SMASH HIS HANO ACROSS 
COOKW’S FACE. 


THAT IS INSOLENCE / 
YOU WILL OBEY ME, 
SCHWEINHUND / 





STILL COOKY REFUSED. THE 
GERMAN ‘SNATCHED THE LUGER 
FROM HiS BELT... 








| HAVE NO TIME TO 

WASTE ON YOU. GET 

TO WORK ON THOSE 

SHELLS ~~ OF YOU 
Ore / 










IF | OO NOTHING 
NOW ~~ — WILL 
NEVER BE ASLE 
TO LIVE WITH 
MYSELF AGAIN. 
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.TRANGELY, OESPITE THE OANGER, IN ONE VIOLE TLE facet ra ra ty bat Gbeape 
HE FELT EXCITED, ALMOST HAPPY FELLED Tit: <i AED. Cab@aaPubye toe ba, 
!OR THE FIRST TIME FOR MONTHS. CARBINE AM ft | i>, 
fit SLIPPED SILENTLY OUT OF THE 
‘AB TOWARDS THE NEAREST 
GERMAN ... 








: — 
- GOOD OLD, 

MRS TONY! WATCH 

See THAT JERRY / 


aS HE’S GOT You 
= COVERED / 





BUT IT WAS COOKY, COMING 
TO LIFE AGAIN, WHO SAW 
THE QUICKEST METHOO OF 
DEALING WITH THE LAST 
GERMAN. HE GAVE THE 
TROLLY 


AS THE HEAVY TROLLY SHOT TOWARDS 
HIM, THE GERMAN STOOD AS IF 
PARALYSED ~~ THEN !T HIT HIM. 
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Were 
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IT WAS COMPLETE VICTORY. A SMALLNY Tony! By Gout! 1 KNEW RS 
ONE =~A TEMPORARY ONE ~~ BUT YETRY YOU'D SEE THE LIGHT AGAIN! 
A VICTORY / “THERE WAS AN AIR_OF 


EXHILARATION IN THE MAGAZINE. 


cooky / 
YOU'RE CRAZY ! 
WE’°VE GOT FOUR 
CARBINES ANO A 
LUGER«~AND WE START 
A WAR / STILL, WHAT 
ELSE CAN WE DO P 


HERE, SERGEANT«MAJOR / 


NOT ME, sIR/ PM NO 
TAKE THIS CARBINE ~~ 


HAND WITH THEM 
THINGS. THE ONLY 
EXPLOSIVE THINGS 
PM A DAB HAND 
AT ARE GAS 
CYLINDERS / 





THE PLAN WAS FOR A DIRECT 
ASSAULT: ON THE GUN POSITION. 
8UT SURPRISE WAS LOST WHEN 
AN ALERT SENTRY SIGHTED THE 
LITTLE GROUP AS THEY 

L APPROACHED ... 
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ENWGLANOERS. 
SOUND WE 
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THEY TOOK THE BULL BY THE 
HORNS AND CHARGED. BUT THE 
IRON DOOR SLAMMED INTO PLACE 
EVEN AS THEY REACHED THE ALL } Now ABOUT iets 
7 THE GAS ARE THE S 
DARN ré WHAT ALLA eae ae RULES. IF THE GAS TOUCHES 
THE HECK DO CHARLIE PELLEW . Olu iT CATCHES rey 
WE DO NOW ?/saip ABOUT THE BESO SUE & 
GAS CYLINDERS > F 
THEY’RE EXPLOSIVE | 
WE'RE ARTILLERYMEN, 
AREN’T WE P 


iT DOES THAT! 

THE WHOLE CYLINDER 
EXPLODES / KEEP OIL 
AWAY FROM THE 

CYLINDERS ~~SAFETY RULE 

NUMBER ONE, THAT 1S } 





TONY BECAME GALVANISED INTO 
oO 


. 
* wt 
os a) J 


RIGHT / COOKY. UNSCREW THE 
USE OFF A SHELL 
our THE T.N.1.-~BUT GENTLY ! 
CHARLIE, | WANT SIX FULL GAS 
CYLINDERS. SMITH, GET OIL. FROM 
THE SUMP OF THE TRUCK AND 


SNS 


SA 


“ah. 


AVA NS 


= 
4 


OUTSIDE, TWO HOLES WERE DOUG IN THE GROUND 
WHILE THE MEN COLLECTED TWO LARGE ORAIN 
PIPES FROM THE STACK NEAR THE MAGAZINE. 


UP-END THEM’ IN THE \ 
HOLES. | THINK PVE GOT 
THE ANGLE RIGHT. BUT 

~' WANT TO SEE IF 


i 


. 


EN Sax 
me ke rE. 





? ‘2 ; 
THEN TONY PUT SOME POWDERED T.N.T. IN THE PIPES | gry 
AND POURED PETROL INTO THE HOLES. 


NOW, HERE'S THE ORILL / WE’SOAK THE NECK OF 
THE CYLINDERS IN OIL, OPEN THE VALVES AND LET 
THE GAS ESCAPE. THAT CATCHES FIRE AND, IF 

WE’RE LUCKY, BY THE.TIME THE CYLINDER GETS 

THERE, IT’S REACHED EXPLOSION POINT / 


a mt : 
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IT WAS CRUDE GUNNERY, Eee RIGHT! OPEN THE VALVES / cooky, 
SUT IT MIGHT WORK / “IY GET READY TO LIGHT THE PETROL IN 
| THE HOLES. THAT WILL HAVE SEEPED 
THROUGH ON TO THE T.NGT. IT WILL 
\ GIVE US THE FIRING CHARGE. 


gh ty 
ae ota 


uae 


ai} ‘ 
a? a BORA 


PWE’LL GET RESULTS 
ONE WAY OR THE OTHER! 
ITLL KILL THEM ie 
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AS COOKY TOUCHED OFF THE PETROL, THE ELAM, "she Can awved WE dee Fete 
HOLES, IGNITING THE TLN.T. THE EXPLOSION ROCKETII? Litt + fi bi tes 
THROUGH THE AIR, LIKE FANTASTIC MORTAR BOMBS... 


THE SFT. CYLINDERS WEIGHED ZOO LBS. ANDO WERE FILLED WITH GAS 
AT 1,960 LBS. PER SQUARE INCH. THEY WERE DYNAMITE ! THEY SMASHE 
OUT OF THE SKY DOWN ON TO THE GUN BATTERY... 


far : 
= Row > ae 
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THE NEXT CYLINDERS WERE 
AIMED AT THE GATE. THIS 
TIME THE VERY WEIGHT AND 

§ VELOCITY OF THE MISSILES 

| SMASHED THE GATE ASIDE... 


ORONANCE, 
SIR ! 


THE GERMAN COAST OGFENCE 
GUNNERS LACKED THE FIGHTING 
CALIBRE OF PARATROOPERS OR 
FRONT-LINE INFANTRY. EVEN 
CHARLIE PELLEW COULD DEAL 
WITH THEM, USING AN IRON BAR... 


YOU DON?T, 
FRITZ / 


iY % 


Sin. 


if 


j ae “ye 


ic a } 
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THEIR FINAL ACT WAS TO RAM GAS 
CYLINDERS INTO THE BREECHES OF 
THE GUNS. 


THAT PUTS PAID TO THEM / 
NOW WE'LL SET FIRE TO THE 
TRUCK IN THE MAGAZINE AND 

SEE WHAT HAPPENS. 


. 
wen, 


in 


DO WE HAVE TO 
WAIT AND SEE, SIRP 
MAYBE WE COULD 

FIND A BOAT... 





We til t f bar fdree 4 
Sut AM tb tae 
SOUCHE eer oc ons 
NEARIG CE Vind creat 












WHEN THE © ef iti te- 
UP, THEY Sobiestit ts bea ee 
OFF A CHAIN Feb vse tiecii 
AMONG AIL!. i/il 
AMMO IN HER? . 





t DON'T KNOW 
ABOUT THAT, SIR... . 4 
BUT !'T OUGHT TO MAKE 

A BLOOMING BIG BANG JA 







COOKY, TONY GIBBS AND THE MOBILE INDUSTRIAL GAS COMPANY WERE 
MOVING ACROSS THE we TO THE PORT OF VOLOS WHEN THE WHOLE 
HILLSIDE ERUPTED IN A DEVASTATING EXPLOSION. 


AND WITH 


RESPECT, SIR,! THINK ~ 
IT SHOULD BE INCLUDED 
IN THE GAS COMPANY'S gate 


a7 oe 


HONOURS / 





Dag MAGNIFICENT / 
4 THAT'S PUT PAID 
TO KAZONE FOR 

A LONG TIME / 


SOMETHING LIKE 
THE ‘CHARGE OF THE 
LIGHT BRIGADE '; EH, 
. CHARLIE P 


THE MAIN EVACUATION WAS WELL UNDER WAY 
BY THE TIME THEY REACHED THE HARBOUR, 
BOTH TONY'S AND COOKY’'S THOUGHTS 
WERE ALREADY WITH THE FUTURE ... 


TONY, FOR A 
NON - COMBATANT, 
THAT LITTLE ACTION 
WASN'T BAD. YOU 
GOING BACK TO THE 
ORDNANCE > 


NO, COOKY. PVE A 

GREAT RESPECT FOR 
THAT CORPS ~~ BUT 
IT’S BACK TO THE 
ARTILLERY FOR ME -~ 
ANO A BASH AT THE 

JERRIES oe REAL 
* i = 
; 
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FOR CAPTAIN TONY GIBBS HAD FINALLY 
REALISED THAT A TIME OF WAR WAS NO TIME 
FOR THE LUXURY OF A TOUCHY CONSCIENCE. 

A A SOLDIER HAD TO FIGHT —— OR DIE / 
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THE CATCH 


Te WAS AWEEK 

Y AFTER ‘D’ DAY iN 

1} JUNE 194.4. MORE 

Wf TROOPS WERE BEING } 
POURED ASHORE Y 
AS THE FOLLOW-UP # 
FORCE TO EXPAND 

| poe Ha HEAO... 


THE SEACHES HAO BEEN TAKEN AND AS THE 
NEWCOMERS MOVEO INLANO THEY FOUNO NO 
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WE'VE GOT 
IT, MADE, KEN. THE 
JOKERS AHEAD HAVE 
DONE ALL THE DIRTY 
WORK... 
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THE WORDS HAD HAROLY BEEN SPOKEN Ey ee 
WHEN SHELLFIRE ROAREO OVER... ~~ | ie 
Nee 4 THOUGHT 
ae YOU SAID IT WAS GOING 


TO GE DEAD EASY— 
MORE LIKE EASY 


coors 
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I’VE GOT A GUIDE FOR EACH 
OF YOUR SECTIONS, TO LEAD 
THEM UP TO THE AREAS 
THEY’RE TAKING OVER, 
You’LL BE MORE THAN - 
WELCOME, LIEUTENANT’ 







THE PERIMETER 


Y 1S HALF A MILE AHEAD. 
HREE SECTIONS 
WILL BE RELIEVING 
TROOPS WHO HAVE 
| SCEN UP AT THE 





NOW WE’RE UP FRONT, 
HOW 00 YoU FEEL, 


IT WAS DUSK You've GOT Two | | AND You've GOTA JERRY 
WHEN THEY PROBLEMS HERE. OUT THERE WHO'S RED- 
TOOK OVER... RATIONS ARE ROUGH... HOT.’ MAKE ONE BAD 
HAROLY ENOUGH To MOVE ANO IT’S 
KEEP BODY AND 
SOUL TOGETHER... 











WE'LL TAKE 
OUR GHANCES WITH 
4 THE SNIPER, KEN, BUT I 
£& DON'T FANCY ROUGH GRUG. 
“k CAN'T YOU CATCH US 
SOMETHING 7 - 
= yay . 





SNARES, 
PERRY 7IF ICATCH 
YOU WANDERING INTO THOSE | 
WOODS You'LL WISH 
‘You'O JOINED THE 
NAVY’ 


WHEN NIGHT FELL, KEN CREPT OUT 
INTO THE WOOD... 

I'LL SET THE SNARES AND 

COME BACK AT FIRST LIGHT... 
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DON’T TAK 
ANY NOTICE OF HIM, KEN. 
ALL THE LADS WILL KEEP 
«AT QUIET... 
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HE WAS ON HIS WAL WACK WHER tH 
SPOTTED THE MAA‘Ra IN 01 en 1 BAR 


hy 
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GUT WHEN HE WENT BACK IN THE 
FIRST COLO LIGHT OF DAY... 
muses at! rt 
. Fr id NOTHING! JeaunTiMeee 
WHAT ARE THE WA] 
LADS GOING To JA 

SAY.? @ 
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THERE WERE NO MORE SHOTS AND KEN 
HURRIEO BACK AS FAST AS HE GOULD... 











DID SEE SOME DEER TRACKS ni 


OUT THERE. I'LL TRY 
Pr AGAIN TONIGHT. a 
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NICE VENISON 
STEAK'O GO 
DOWN WELL, 
WOULON’T 
IT? 


| i 


WELL, IF I'M GOING 
TO GET A DEER 
PLL NEED SOME - 
THING STRONGER 
THAN SNARES. I'LL 
COLLECT SOME 
TOGGLE ROPES 
FROM THE LADS... 




















WHEN HE RETURNED, THE TRAP HAD 
BEEN SPRUNG — BUT NOT BY A OEER... 


ACH / WHAT 
HAPPENED...” 
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ABSENCE. HE WAS LAYING THE LAW WS 
OOWN WHEN THE POACHER RE-APPEARED... 
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THE LIEUTENANT HAD DISCOVERED KEN’s [LUE | en 
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HEY.’ LOOK 


BATH UNIT... WHAT 2 NAL WHAT I CAUGHT, 
ON EARTH... a 
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IT TOOK TEN MINUTES TO EXPLAIN TO THE IRATE OFFICER. BUT THEN... 


WELL, PERRY, IF THAT °S 
THE SORT OF POACHING 
YoU D0, YOU CAN 
GO ANY rie You 


REG 


aN : W : 
I WAS Lo as 
THINKING OF GIVING IT 
=F ye, SW. AFTER CATCHING 
THAT BLOKE ANY THING 
ELSE WOULD BE 
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GREAT NEWS! 
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— WEEKLY 


- No.1 on sale 
| A>, Thursday, March 6 
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'" Next week it's D-Day for 
_. \ Battle Picture Weekly: 
a great new all-action 
picture story paper. Every 

page is ablaze with drama, 
excitement and adventure 
on land, at sea and in the 
air. 


FREE in No.1 


» asheet of super British and 
American combat badge stickers! 


BATTLE PICTURE WEEKLY 


Don’t miss D-Day— 
order your copy NOW 6p 





Exciting! Romantic! 


WOMANS WEEKLY LIBRARY 


HOSPITAL ROMANCE SERIES 


If you enjoy romantic novels, we feel sure you will love this 
exciting series by popular Woman's Weekly Library authors. 
Each novel will be the same handy size and length as those 
published by Woman's Weekly Library and will keep you 
enthralled throughout 64 vivid pages. Watch out for six 
new releases on the first Monday of every month... you'll 
love them! 


Six releases on the first Monday of every month from 
newsagents and bookstalls everywhere, price 8p each. 


